[bookmark: _GoBack]New road rule to improve safety when emergency personnel are working on the road

A new road rule is now in place in NSW [OR will take effect in NSW on 1 September] requiring motorists to slow down to 40km/h when passing stationary emergency vehicles displaying blue or red flashing lights.

The road rule will be trialled for 12 months and aims to give extra protection to emergency workers and volunteers on the road who often perform difficult and dangerous tasks to help others.

Key points about the rule:
· Motorists must give way to any person on foot in the immediate area of the emergency vehicle 
· Motorists must not increase their speed until they are a safely past all people and emergency vehicles in the area and emergency service workers in the area
· It applies to vehicles travelling in both directions, unless the road is divided by a median strip 
· Motorists who fail to comply with the rule will face a $448 fine and three demerit points. 
Transport for NSW and Roads and Maritime Services will monitor the safety and traffic impacts of the rule in consultation with NSW Police, emergency service organisations and other stakeholders.

A public education campaign has been running to raise awareness about the new rule. For more information including frequently asked questions, visit the Centre for Road Safety website (http://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/campaigns/slow-down-for-emergency-vehicles/index.html).
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